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transportation lessons learned in that war which stand 
us in good stead today. Yet, World War II ended almost 
three decades ago. The breakthroughs in transportation 
technologies and states of the art have been too numer- 
ous to recount. 

There is a new look in the Department of Defense, 
and this look is scrutinizing each and every aspect of 
our modus operandi. Some may say that it may be 
unrealistic to expect further cuts of people, of functions, 
of installations, and the like. But based on the de- 
clining defense dollar, both relatively and absolutely, 
there is no choice. Some things must go, icons and shib- 
boleths must be buried, sacred oxen must be gored. 

How deep the cuts and how great the pain for 


Eastern Area are not completely known at this time. 
But one thing emerges clearly from a glimpse down the 
road ahead—we will emerge from FY 1974 in a 
decidedly different posture from that with which we 
entered. 

At no level is there room for an empire builder 
within Eastern Area. Any such individual or group 
comprises a dinosaur—and like dinosaurs must vanish 
into history. At the risk of paraphrasing the late Presi- 
dent Kennedy’s inaugural speech, let me put it this way: 

“Ask not what Eastern Area can do for you but 

rather what you and Eastern Area can do together 

in making our system responsive to the customers’ 
needs at the lowest cost to the taxpayer.” 
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